98

Abul Kalam Aiad, His political writings told deeply on.
the mind of the young collegiate. Moulana is a gifted
writer of the first rank in Urdu, And his paper*
Al H:lal was quite a rage at this time. The editor held
up a straightforward ideal before his community. He
shaped the nationalist movements by the power of his
pen. Maulana is an Encyclopaedist. And may well be*
compared to the pre-Revolution philosophers of France^
Al Hilal took its birth in 1912, It was an Urdu paper,
with a new departure in -journalism. Immediately it
became a burning centre of controversy. It made a
powerful attack on- tradition* The elderly Muslim
leaders of the reactionary school were cut to the quick.
The paper's radicalism was shocking. Threats of murder
were given to the young editor. " Few papers in the
history of Indian Journalism", says Yusuf Meheraily, the
ex-Mayor of Bombay, " have exercised an influence
compared to that of Al Hilal"* No wonder, young:
Ghaffar felt the warmth of Moulana's views, and drank
deeply at the fountains of nationalism.

Young Ghaffar came out of the Aligarh University
with a magnetic personality. His striking appearance
had an element of charm. He towered over six feet
and a quarter. I believe he was not so tall when he
left Peshawar for higher studies. One never grows so
fast as in the college atmosphere. Intellectual turrets
and towers draw a drooping spirit up. But he had
other reasons to be able-bodied as well as able-brained.
And he weighed over fifteen stones. The flame of
patriotism was aglow in his souL He was going to do-
something for his beloved province. What? He did
not know. Face an Empire ? The mighty British
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